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chapter 1

the purpose of this book
The purpose of this book is to give you an overview of the basics to 
boating – all aimed at giving you the core information and knowledge 
so that you can maximize your enjoyment on the water.  Marine recreation 
provides a wonderful lifestyle for all ages and has something for everyone 
in the family.  Boat ownership is within the reach of nearly all budgets – 
in fact it is much more affordable than many people realize.  Take a few 
moments to brush up on your knowledge of boating basics and you will start to 
experience a truly wonderful lifestyle.

If you are new to boating or a novice, this guide is aimed at giving you the basics so you can get 
onto the water.  Each chapter in this guide provides insight and information that will help you 
realize your boating dream.  We will help you find the right boat for you, show you the best way 
to tow and store your new boat and have a great time along the way.



          
           This guide can help you find the                    
 boat and maximize your enjoyment 
 on the water, but before you do 
that, there are a few things to consider

What activity or activities do you   
want to go out and enjoy?

Fishing (inshore or big game);

Water sports: do you want to wake 
board or race?

Do you want to relax? Entertain?   
Explore? Do you want the vessel to        
do the work, or do you want to 
master the vessel itself?

Who do you want to bring with you?  
What do you want to leave behind?

If you don’t have all the answers, that’s OK.  
While some boats are specialized in 
function, others are versatile and can be 
used for multiple on-the-water activities.

Getting on the water – I like the 
sound of that… how do I become a 
boatie?
So you want to hit the water… excellent!  Now all you will need to do is find 
your perfect boat.  Start by asking yourself, “What do I want to do on my boat?”  
“Who is coming with me?” and “Where do I want to go?”

This guide is specifically designed so you can 
come and join us and discover why a boat is 
much more than just a boat – find which vessel 
is your perfect match, and maybe even learn a 
little something about yourself along the way.

Cars take you to work.  Boats take you away.  
Name another vehicle made purely for your 
pleasure – that lets you catch a fish, feel the 
wind, and relax with family and friends – all day 
long.

Finding the right boat and having that little bit 
of know how not only allows you to enjoy the 
water activities you want, it provides you with 
a way to spend more time with your family and 
friends, develop new bonds and relationships as 
well as create life-long memories.  

Yes, a boat can do all that!



chapter 2

Choosing your boat
Discovering the perfect boat is important as there are many choices and 
many purpose build craft available to cater for a wide variety of uses.  Check 
out the extensive list of watercraft, from PWCs to multilevel motor yachts 
and every vessel in between. There’s a boat to satisfy every taste and desire.

The perfect boat if you love to live it up with 
friends. The open bow area makes bow riders 
very popular because it allows people to catch 
a breeze while enjoying sun and spray up front. 
Bow riders typically range between 16 and 28 
feet in length and can carry a lot of friends. Bow 
riders are perfect for smooth waters and have 
ample power for most water sport activities. 

Recreational in nature, the cabin cruiser has the 
majority of its comforts below the hull and 
includes sleeping, cooking and kitchen and even 
bathroom facilities. As the name suggests, these 
cruisers are driven from the stern (rear) of the 
cruiser and are powered by inboard engines. 
Ranging anywhere between 26 and 40 feet, cabin 
cruisers of all sizes can be seen up and down 
inshore waterways and are perfect for those who 
want to feel the sun on their faces up above or 
the motion of the ocean down below.

Usually 40 feet and larger in length, motor yachts 
are ideal for cruising on the ocean. Two engines, 
usually fuelled with diesel and a generator for 
electricity and even desalination systems, make 
them self-sufficient in terms of living 
accommodations. Motor yachts feature more 
open area, a fly bridge (on some), large windows, 
a stateroom, and other luxurious living 
accommodations spread out over two or three 
decks. They’re ideal for entertaining clients and 
adventuring.

Can my vehicle tow it – check to see 
that your vehicle meets the require-
ments to tow the vessel of your 
choice;

Do I have room to store it – where 
am I intending on storing the vessel.  
There are many storage options also 
available to ensure that your boat is 
stored safely and securely.

Do I have the correct drivers 
licence  – check to see that you have 
all of the necessary licences to oper-
ate your set up or vessel of choice.  
For example if you choose a PWC you 
will need a separate driver’s licence.  
Also think about whether others in 
your family should also hold a  drivers 
licence.

Will I need any special equipment – 
if you are planning on a particular 
activity such as off shore fishing, will 
you need any specific equipment 
including  extra safety gear?

Where will I be able to get my 
vessel serviced – ensuring your boat 
is properly maintained and serviced 
will ensure that it provides you with 
years of trouble free operation.  De-
velop a relationship with a reputable 
service provider who knows how to 
keep your boat in tip-top condition.

Other things to think about when 
considering the type of boat for 
your needs …



There’s no need to hurry with a cuddy, even if you can.  Cuddies are nimble and 
manoeuvrable like a bowrider, but a closed deck over the bow area creates a cosy 
sleeping area with limited plumbing for toilet, sink and, sometimes, cooking. They 
are most often powered with stern drive engines, but outboard power is becoming 
popular, too.  Features such as a sun pad, swim platform and towline hook 
make them ideal for skiing, tubing and wakeboarding.

Kick back and hold on. Deck boats offer huge seating areas and can often carry as many passengers 
as pontoon boats. Deck boats are fast and manoeuvrable, thanks to a V-bottom hull that skims over 
the water. They are powerful, too, making them excellent boats for skiing, tubing and 
wakeboarding, or simply ideal for stirring a breeze on a long cruise.

When you want a no-nonsense day of fishing, aluminium boats are the way to go. Used in a wide 
variety of waters from in-shore to fresh water and rivers and creeks, these lightweight, easy to 
manoeuvre vessels are usually equipped with bench seating and an outboard engine. Perfect for 
shallow water and other areas larger boats can’t reach, the aluminium fishing boat has become one 
of the most popular options on the water due to its durability, versatility and affordability.

When it’s time to leave behind the safety of the smoother waters in the bay, centre console open 
fishing boats are the perfect choice to take you further afield where a broader range of adventure 
fishing experiences are accessible. In addition to providing shade and rod storage, the T-top centre 
makes room for up to seven anglers around the perimeter of the vessel. Bait wells, fish lockers, rod 
holders, outriggers and other fittings mean that when you hook that big one, you’ll do it in style.



 Kids and boating – a perfect match

 There is something about the water that has kids just clamoring to get on board 
              that boat.  Forget about computer games – once kids experience time on the 
water, they will be asking you again and again  when the next trip is planned.

You will find that time on the water together as a family will build special bonds and create 
life long memories of great family times together.

You will also find that as they grow up that the boat will be that one thing where they 
want to have their friends around.  Healthy, outdoor lifestyle… what more could you want 
for your children?

The other great thing about boating and children is that it is flexible to evolve with their 
changing interests.  They may develop an interest in water sports such as wake boarding 
and most boats can provide access to these experiences easily.

Boating is also a great way to develop the skills of your children by learning about driving 
the boat, seamanship as well as increasing their awareness of the environment. Generally 
and our precious waterways in particular.

When you’re ready to tackle the big one, whether you’re on a great lake or out on the big blue, 
walk-around’s equipped with live wells, rod holders and 360-degree access are right for you. When 
you’re ready to relax, stowaway seating, plumbing and a cuddy await. If you want to cruise, drift, 
swim, tube or ski, the walk-around is ready when you are. Who knew walking on water could be so 
easy?

Measuring anywhere between 26 and 100 feet, sport fishing boats are meant to help you find (and 
even stay) where the fish are. Because they can be equipped with eating, sleeping and plumbing 
facilities, sport fishing yachts have the ability to stay out on the water for days at a time. So, bring 
friends, bring family, and bring a pan to fry the fish.



Is it a house or is it a boat? Yes. Houseboats are available in several different 
styles and sizes and can be built to suit your tastes and needs. Often spacious and 
equipped with such amenities as bathrooms, sleeping, dining and entertaining 
areas, houseboats are ideal for spending time with family and friends while you 
cruise lakes, rivers and even smooth coastal waters for a day, a night or a long 
weekend.

Welcome to the perfect “showboats.” Inboard wake and ski boats are specifically designed for 
towing skiers and boarders. However, there’s an important difference between the two. An inboard 
ski boat’s hull shape, configuration and placement of the engine, propeller and drive shaft cause 
these boats to throw a very slight wake, making it easy for the skier to cross. Inboard wake boats’ 
V-drive engines and deep, wide hulls cause them to carve a steep, large wake that riders love to 
launch off of. The similarity? Both provide spacious room, ample power and hours upon hours of 
enjoyment.

Great boating destinations

If you thought that choosing your boat was a fun decision, just wait until you get to choose where to
go and what you’re going to do once you get  there.
Are you up for some fishing, water sports or just a bit of relaxing? Are you going solo, making it a romantic cruise, or 
do you plan on bringing friends and family? Is this a three-hour tour, a weekend getaway or the best way to spend 
your two-week vacation?
Maybe you want to think outside the box and take up snorkelling or create a home away from home.
At this point, as much as we’d love to help you choose what to do, there are just some things you
need to decide for yourself. But don’t worry, we won’t leave you landlocked all high and dry.
For more destination ideas, you can go to local tourism organisations or your local boat club.
Don’t worry if you don’t know what to do once you
get to where you’re going. Take your time.  Boating is one of the few things in life that allow you to do absolutely 
nothing and feel good doing it.



Versatile by nature, inflatable’s are a wonderful option if you’re looking for a 
lightweight, manoeuvrable vessel.  The two categories of inflatable boats—roll-up 
or rigid hull inflatable boats (RIBs)—are suitable for saltwater and freshwater 
fishing, waters ports, and more.

Dinghies are small boats (inflatable’s, rowboats, sailboats or boats equipped with a 
small outboard motor) that can be carried or towed by larger vessels such as 
houseboats or motor yachts. They are very useful when venturing into smaller waters and ports 
where larger vessels are cumbersome and difficult to manoeuvre.

Just saying “jet boat” sounds cool. Most jet boats have spacious seating in front and back with a 
swim platform in the rear. However, it’s the mode of propulsion that differentiates these boats and 
gives them their name. Jet boats use water-jet drives to propel the vessel rather than the 
traditional propeller system used on most other vessels. The drives are almost completely 
enclosed inside the hull, reducing the risk of damage from impact with obstacles or the bottom. 
They are fast, manoeuvrable and offer an exciting ride and a fun tubing platform.

There’s a whole lot of ocean out there, so why not make the most of it? Multi-hull boats 
(a.k.a., “catamarans”) let you do it in style. Multi-hull power boats sit on two pontoon-like hulls that 
offer a smooth experience, whether you’re cruising the surface or floating at rest. The spacious 
centre and stern (back) of the boat can carry up to eight passengers and can accommodate those 
who want to do some serious fishing, serious sport or serious relaxation time. Multi-hull cruisers 
sport dual V-bottom hulls, a wide-open cabin and a stable (and fuel-friendly) ride for your day out 
in the sun. Take advantage of the big blue by living large and cruising long on top of the water.

Pontoons are the “Kings of Comfort.” With living room like couches, lounges, swivel seats, and 
spacious, flat platforms, they beg you to take it easy and enjoy. Pontoons are also the platypus of 
the boat world. They’re a little different from everything else around, but still really cool. Pontoons 
don’t have a traditional hull; their deck rests upon two or three floats rather than the water’s surface, 
a unique design that makes them incredibly stable. They are usually outfitted with smaller engines, 
but can be equipped with higher horsepower engines for skiing and tubing. Pontoons offer 
everything from relaxation to power in one simple, yet oddly shaped, package.



“I would love to be a boater … but my wife or partner is not so sure…”

There are 365 million trillion gallons of water on the Earth. Roughly. So there’s plenty of H2O to explore. What 
better way to explore the water than to own your  own boat? It’s an excellent way to reduce stress, create bonds 
with friends and family, and have fun. But if you still aren’t convinced, we’ve got more toshare. Want to know the 
benefits of boating?  Need to sway the spouse? Do kids and water mix? 
No one asks “Are we there yet?’” when you’re going full throttle. When you hear the phrase “getting away from it 
all,” it’s not meant to be taken literally. One of the reasons you bought or want a boat is to go out on the water with 
friends and family. At least we hope so.
We know that your friends and family want to experience the water. They’ve told us so. They even know what they 
want to do when they’re out there.
A study conducted by the Australian Boating Industry Association listed fishing as the respondents’ favourite 
boating activity by a whopping 54 percent of the people surveyed. The other 46 percent? Many of them just like to 
cruise and relax.  Some like to water ski. Some people just love to commune with nature.
The point? Recreational boating gets people out of the house. It allows your co-workers to release some stress. 
Boating helps create a sense of  community on the water. It can be an adult getaway or family fun time. Boating 
forms bonds and creates memories that can be shared across generations. Let’s see your TV or computer games 
do that.

Lightweight and manoeuvrable, personal watercraft (PWCs) are the perfect 
option for boaters looking for an exciting escape and enjoyable time on the 
water. PWCs offer state-of-the-art features that allow you to safely and 
comfortably explore the waterways. Whether you’re riding solo or taking your 
family on an adventure, PWC owners can enjoy a variety of activities, ranging 
from touring rides to water sports activities such as tubing, waterskiing and 
fishing. PWCs are easy to store, maintain and transport, and are quite 
affordable.

Sailboats are in a class all their own. The term “sailboat” covers a wide variety of craft vessels 
propelled partly or entirely by the breeze. In general, sailboats are distinguished by size, hull 
configuration, keel type, number of sails, use and purpose.

There Are Plenty More to Choose From
Those are just a few of the many types of boats that might be the perfect fit for you. Want to see 
more options before you set out on the world of water? We can help. Visit an industry boat show 
to see first hand the wide variety of options available to you.  No matter what your need, there is 
likely to be a boat which will satisfy your requirements, budget and lifestyle.



What’s in a Name?
Sure, the kind of boat you buy is important. But to be honest, one of the most difficult (yet fun) decisions of all 
those you have to make awaits you: naming your boat. “Seas the Day”? “Slalom Oath”?  “MHz. Tip-Sea”? “Marlin 
Monroe”? The possibilities are endless, so here are a few tips and suggestions to spark your imagination. We know 
some of you already have a name picked out even if you don’t have a boat yet. However, check out our pointers so 
you won’t regret any decisions down the road.

A Name Your Boat Would Be Proud Of
People have probably named boats as far back as the invention of the very first boat. We’re willing to bet that very 
first boat had a name before the word “boat” even existed (history books don’t go back that far, but we’re pretty 
sure the first name for a boat was “log”). We’re also willing to wager that many soon to-be boat owners know what 
they’re going to name their boat even though they don’t know what kind of boat they want to get. 
That’s how important naming a boat is to boat owners. We can’t tell you what to name your boat, but we can tell 
you that boats are usually given a female moniker. (Seriously, who would want to spend an afternoon on “Uncle 
Bob”?) It’s also been said that to rename a boat is bad luck. Pish. Not true. People rename boats all the time. Just 
be sure to do a proper naming ceremony when you do. So, if you’re a sailor and you come across a boat named 
“Scuttlebutt,” don’t be afraid to switch it up.
Boat names often deal with the water and relaxation, like “Sea Breeze.” Those who hit it big often use boat names 
that reflect how they were able to finance their dream cruiser. Say, “Lucky 7s.” Other names, like “The Party Barge,” 
openly reflect (and refuse to apologize for) what they are.
One thing is for certain: Whether bass boat fisherman or express cruiser owner, boaters loves to name their boats. 
There are a lot of “aqua-holics” out there. How original do you want to be?
Well, What Are You Waiting For? Are you ready to take the plunge? If you haven’t already thrown your swim trunks 
on and aren’t tearing up the water as we speak, take the  next step and find a Marine Industry Dealer  who will be 
able to meet your specific needs and answer any questions you may have.

The water is calling ....



chapter 3

making your purchase 
decision
From launch to docking and everything in between, we have a few tips and 
requirements to make your voyage a safe, courteous and enjoyable  
experience.  Friendly advice, informative videos and more boating fun can be 
found in this chapter.

Buying from a member of the Marine Industry Association – Marine Queensland is a great way to 
shop for a new boat.  Marine Dealers and Marine Brokers are experts and are able to provide advice 
on any marine related topic to enable to get you on the water – all tailored to your specific needs. 
So if you’re planning on buying, it helps to have a plan before you make your purchase.
 
Determine exactly what sort of boat and accessories you want.  If you’re still undecided about the 
sort of boat you want, and importantly can afford, it will pay big dividends to do a little homework 
before you visit the dealership.  This guide sets out a summary of the wide variety of types and uses 
of different vessels.  Hopefully you have already done that so now is just a matter of finding the 
boat that you had your eye on making sure it’s right to you and your family.
 
Compare your choices: visit the dealers of the boats you’re considering buying.  Tell them you are 
planning to buy and are looking at similar boats.  Asked the dealers about all the finer details such 
as the potential for on water testing, all available options, warranties, accessories, dealer delivery 
dates, servicing, and dealer provided training on the delivery of your new boat.
 
Once you decide on your boat it also pays to visit insurance and finance companies and ask the 
quotes.  It pays to shop around both at the show and online for a good deal.  If you need to store 
your boat, speak to your local marinas and clubs offering marina services or boat storage facilities.
 
You have thought it all through and made your decision.  The costs of insurance, financing and stor-
age have all been considered and you’re ready to buy your boat.  Go back to your dealer of choice 
and sign the paperwork.

Congratulations, you’re a new boat owner!  Use the following checklist to help you with your pur-
chase decision.

Boat shows are always a great way to make 
product comparisons quickly in the one location. 
Some Dealers organise special “try days” for 
customers so they can experience a range of 
products.



BOAT SPECIFICATION BOAT 1 BOAT 2 BOAT 3 

Brand 

Dealer 

Model 

Length/beam 

Power 

Seats 

People capacity 

Weight capacity 

Power options 

Optional extras 

Delivery date 

STANDARD FEATURES 

OPTIONAL EXTRAS 

COSTS 

Cost of boat 

Cost of engine 

Cost of trailer 

Cost of extras 

Delivery charges 

 

TOTAL COST 

GST (if not included) 

Amount to pay 

 

FINANCE 

Deposit required 

Monthly repayments 

 

Boat Buyer’s Checklist



The Australian Builders Plate
All boats built after the 28th of September 2006 are required to have an Australian 
Builders Plate (ABP) affixed to the 
vessel.  An Australian Builders Plate allows you to read and understand safety 
information relating to a vessel at a glance. An ABP will tell you how many people 
can safely fit on board, the maximum outboard engine power rating and the 
maximum load a boat can carry when out on the water.  You will usually see the 
builders plate affixed to a place in the sight of the Skipper’s position or other 
prominent place. 

Who can supply the information on an ABP?
The information on an ABP can only be approved by one of 
3 persons who must be a legal entity in Australia.

 1. The Builder;

2. The Importer;

3. A Competent Person – this is a person who has acquired 
through training, qualification, experience, or a combination 
of these, the knowledge and skills enabling that person to 
competently determine and approve the information on a 
builders plate.

The Royal Institute of Naval Architects (RINA) has provided a 
listing of approved persons who are able to assist you with 
determining the information required for your vessels ABP.  
Any person approving the information on the place is 
assuming responsibility for the information on that plate.

Does My boat need a Hull Identification Number?
A Hull Identification Number (HIN) is required to be placed 
on the vessel’s ABP. A HIN is required before you can register 
and insure the boat.  It is how the vessel is officially identified.

The Australian Builders Plate will give 
you important information like the 
number of persons who can be 
carried on board and the standards 
the vessel has been built to.



chapter 4

getting to the water
Your boating experience starts from the moment you leave home.  With a 
‘little planning, this will help ensure that your day on the water is enjoyable 
and memorable – for all the right reasons.  This chapter covers some of the 
key elements about towing and launching your boat for a great day on the 
water.

Just because you may not live close to the 
water doesn’t mean you’re landlocked.  
There’s good probability that you DO live 
near a great place to boat. In fact, 90% of 
Australians live within an hour of an 
accessible waterway, and a majority of 
recreational boaters count on their trailers 
to get their vessels to and from the water. 

Remember, boating is about freedom. So, 
enjoy the entire journey, from the edge of 
your driveway to the edge of the water. 
Here are a few things to think about while 
you plan that drive:

Know the towing capacity of your car or 4WD. Don’t force your vehicle to bite off more than 
it can chew. There’s nothing sadder than seeing a boat on the side of the road (unless it’s 
your ideal boat with a For Sale sign on it).

Make sure the trailer is registered bears the ADR certification label. Like a life jacket, that 
certification guarantees your trailer is designed to fit and protect your boat.

Just like when you’re on the water, drive safely and courteously. When towing a boat, you 
should travel 10 KPH slower than other traffic on the road and stay in the left-hand lane. 

When turning a corner with your trailer, you’ll need double the arc to take that turn safely 
to allow adequate space for the trailer.

You’re pushing your trailer when you reverse down a ramp to the water; you’re not pulling. 
So, remember to turn the steering wheel of your vehicle in the opposite direction to steer 
the trailer down the ramp.



Launching your boat can be quick and hassle-free as long as you use common sense and follow these 10 
simple steps.

1. Before leaving home check that your gear is on board, batteries are charged and fuel and oil is topped up.
 

2. Prepare your boat for launching in the loading bay away from the ramp lane/lanes – remove ties and straps 
and remove trailer lights (if applicable).  Ensure safety chain is still attached. 
 

3. Ensure the bungs are secured tightly in the hull to prevent any water ingress.
 

4. Wait to take your turn to launch unless instructed to pass by someone in the queue.
 

5. When reversing the trailer at night or in poor light conditions when the vehicle headlights are lit, turn them to 
“parking lights” while on the ramp.
 

6. Use your vehicle’s mirrors to reverse the trailer.  If you are not confident, then take time out at a quiet time to 
practice your reversing skills.
 

7. Ensure you only take up a single lane when using multi-lane ramps.
 

8. Reverse the trailer to the required depth of water and ensure the vehicle is parked with the handbrake on and 
the gear in park for automatics.  For manual vehicles, turn the engine off and leave the vehicle in gear.
 

9. Remove the safety chain, lower the motor and start it in idle, remove the winch strap and push the vessel off 
the trailer into the water.  Secure the vessel out of the way of waiting traffic.
 

10. Park and lock your vehicle immediately in the designated parking area and do not leave valuables in sight.
 
At all times be courteous to other ramp users and if you see someone experiencing difficulty, offer 
assistance as you may need it yourself one day.



Check the weather before you 
head out
How to “check the weather before you go out” on the water.
As you prepare to head out on the water this summer, the Bureau of Meteorology 
is emphasising the need to be aware of weather conditions on the water with its 
“check the weather before you go out” campaign. The Bureau provides a 
round-the-clock forecast service for all Australian coastal waters.
There are three things to take note of when checking the weather to plan your 
boating trip:

 Are warnings current for the area you are going boating?
 Will weather conditions affect the safe navigation of your boat?
 Will wind and wave conditions affect the comfort of your passengers or your boat’s fuel  
 economy?

Warnings
Warnings are the highest priority forecasts issued by the Bureau for coastal waters and warn of 
extreme wind conditions expected during the next 24 hours.

 A strong wind warning is for wind speeds of 26 knots or greater, indicating rough   
 conditions for small boats;
 A gale warning is for wind speeds of 34 knots or greater;
 A storm force wind warning is for wind speeds of 48 knots or greater;
 A hurricane force wind warning is for wind speeds of 64 knots or greater.

To check for weather warnings, go to 
the Bureau of Meteorology Marine 
Services website at 
http://www.bom.gov.au/marine, 
select your state and click on the 
warnings links to obtain details. 
Warnings are issued up to 24 hours in 
advance and updated every six hours 
until conditions moderate.

http://www.bom.gov.au/marine


Winds
To plan your trip for the best conditions, look for trends in wind speeds and 
shifts in wind direction over the day. Forecast winds are the average winds you can 
expect and does not indicate the strength of wind gusts which can be up to 40% 
stronger.
Wind conditions for the next three or four days can also be found in coastal or 
local waters forecasts, or from wind forecast maps. Three-hourly graphical marine 
forecasts are also available from the Bureau’s new Marine Forecast Explorer tool 
available in NSW, Victoria and Tasmania.

Waves
You should also take note of the swell and wind wave (seas) conditions for the area.  Swell waves 
are not able to penetrate enclosed waterways but will have a dramatic effect on entrances to these 
areas. Enclosed waterways are affected by waves produced by the wind blowing across the region, 
called sea waves. A sea height of 1 metre could create enough chop to swamp a small boat.

Where to access weather forecasts
The Bureau’s Marine Services website has a range of forecast products and maps to help you plan 
your trip up to 7 days in advance. The site also contains information about how to access these 
services when away from a computer. Descriptive forecasts for the next 3 to 4 days are available 
for all coastal areas of Australia. The information is updated twice a day or more frequently if 
conditions deteriorate, so it is important to stay updated with the latest forecasts.

To help anticipate likely conditions, three-hourly forecast maps, prepared by forecasters, of wind, 
waves and weather for coastal waters locations are also available from the Bureau’s new Marine 
Forecast Explorer tool. This tool is available in NSW, Victoria and Tasmania and will extended 
nationally over the next few years.

Forecasts on the water
3G mobile coverage provides phone or wireless card access to the Bureau’s marine website whilst 
close to the coast. If you are unable to access forecasts via computer or smartphone, forecast 
information can be accessed by VHF and HF radio broadcasts.

For more information and weather updates, please visit www.bom.gov.au

http://www.bom.gov.au


chapter 5

getting on the water
In this section, we’ll introduce you to the “ways of the water.”  From launch 
to docking and everything in between, we have a few tips and requirements 
to make your voyage a safe, courteous and enjoyable experience. Friendly 
advice, informative videos and more boating fun can be found in this chapter.

Being Safe
Here are a few tips on ensuring that your day on the water is safe.  As the Skipper, 
you have a few general safety obligations to think about before you launch your boat.  Taking a few 
minutes to think about these basic things will go a long way to ensuring that your day on the water 
is fun.  They are:

1. Have a quick walk around your boat while it is still on the trailer and ensure that it is safe,  
 all of the necessary safety equipment is on board and in a serviceable condition and that  
 there are no obvious hazards on the boat like fishing knives now being stowed securely.

2. Ensure that for the trip planned that you have adequate fuel and water on board.  This in 
 cludes a bit extra in case of unexpected delays while out on the water.  Also check to see  
 that the boat is not overloaded and can safely cater for the number of passengers to be on  
 board – including the correct number of lifejackets.  If some of your passengers haven’t  
 been on a boat before, it is always recommended that you give them a quick briefing on  
 how to use the safety equipment and a few tips on what to do while on board – including  
 following your instructions.

3. As you get on the water, ensure that you operate the boat in a safe manner.  This means  
 warning passengers of your intention to change speed, move away from and through con 
 gested areas slowly and keep a good lookout around you for other vessels, swimmers or  
 obstacles.  Showing off or skylarking can be very dangerous and has been the cause of seri 
 ous injuries in incidents in the past.  Have fun, but do it safely.

4. Drinking and driving – the same rules that apply on the road apply on the water.  The   
 Skipper should always ensure that they are within safe limits as they are responsible for   
 everyone on board the boat.



Caring for Our Environment
There are a few things to consider relating to the environment when on the 
water.  Examples include:

Marine Parks
Be aware of marine parks as they often have special rules relating to activities such 
as fishing.  Also be aware that in some marine parks reduced speed limits may 
apply so as to reduce the risk of striking marine life such as dugongs, dolphins 
and whales.

Pollution
There are strict rules that apply to polluting our waterways.  The ocean is not a 
garbage dump, so please do not throw rubbish overboard.  All rubbish should be stowed on board 
and disposed of once you return home.  Our waterways are largely pristine and we all have a 
responsibility to ensure that they stay that way.  If you see rubbish while you are on the water, please 
pick it up as rubbish can impact marine life and even cause damage to engines in some cases.
Another form of pollution to be aware of is noise.  Be aware that some people may live on board 
their boats or near the water.  Noise can also disturb wildlife such as bird roosts.  Being noise aware 
ensures that everyone – including the wild life are not unduly disturbed.

Finding Out More
There are some great resources 
available to find out more 
details on all of these issues and 
more.  A great refresher is to look 
at you BoatSafe Workbook that is 
available to students who are 
getting their marine drivers 
licence.  If you want a copy they 
are available from Marine 
Queensland. There are also some 
great resources available on the 
Marine Queensland web site 
including links to other important 
websites such as Maritime Safety.



chapter 6

back home
After you have had a great day on the water, there are a couple of things 
to do which will set you up ready for your next time out.  A couple of things 
done now will make your boating experience all the more enjoyable every 
time you go out.

Some Maintenance Basics
Contrary to common belief, boats do not require a lot of maintenance.  But attention to a few 
details will ensure that your boat and equipment serves to safely and faithfully for a long time.  Here 
are a few tips:

 Keep it clean – frequent cleanings including a wash down in fresh water is important after a  
 day on the water.  This minimises the risk of damage caused through corrosion;
 Top up your oil and fluids including fuels.  Minimising the amount of air in the fuel tank   
 minimises the risk of the fuel becoming stale and being contaminated by water.
 Disposing of any rubbish on board;
 Ensuring that all of the safety equipment is clean and stored securely so that it cannot be  
 damaged.

Boats are intended to be fun – not work, so with a few quick items addressed, you will be   
ready for your next wonderful time out on the water in no time.

Storage
If your boat is stored outside, try to ensure that it is protected from things like falling leaves   
or event direct sunlight.  This might be achieved by storing it undercover like in a car port   
or garage, but even the simple old tarpaulin may provide the protection it needs.
Of course there are always other storage options available like a dry stack facility at your local 
marina or boat club.  They are often an attractive alternative as there are professionals available to 
ensure that your boat receives all of the necessary security and maintenance it needs to ensure that 
the next time you decide to get on the water, you can do so quickly.



who are we

about marine queensland
With over 300 members state wide, Marine Queensland is the recognised voice of 
Queensland’s Recreational and Light Commercial Marine Industry.

Established in 1973 as a non profit, non-government association, Marine 
Queensland strives to promote boating through industry leadership.  The 
Association works to develop and promote professional standards and services 
for members and the boating public.

Marine Queensland caters for the diverse interests and sectors within the industry ensuring 
strength from unity whilst maintaining the identity and focus of the individual industry sectors.

Marine Queensland has strongly advocated the interests of members across the three tiers of 
Government.  It is because of this advancement that the industry is increasingly being recognised 
as a significant contributor to social cohesion and environmental sustainability.  The social, envi-
ronmental and economic contribution of the leisure marine industry is a major benefit to the State 
and Communities in which it operates.

Our Role & Purpose
Marine Queensland has a pivotal role as the peak industry organization to advocate and promote 
the leisure marine industry co-cooperatively with the industry participants and to facilitate industry 
development.

So, on behalf of our members we…

 • Promote the Marine Industry through marketing and advocacy
 • Provide showcases for industry products through our boat shows
 • Provide leadership and liaise with Governments, Authorities and Agencies
 • Provide up to date information on legislative requirements
 • Provide technical, regulatory and manufacturing information and advice
 • Provide strategy, advice and practical assistance on environmental issues
 • Assist with training on OH&S, Trade Practices and Fair Trading Act requirements and   
    recruitment
 • Provide Industry Accreditation programs
 • Provide consumer complaint mediation and resolution
 • Advise and represent on legal and financial matters
 • Conduct and provide research on Marine Industry markets
 • Conduct industry seminars, conferences& networking opportunities
 • Demand driven product and infrastructure development and investment attraction
 • Enhance awareness of the economic, social and environmental significance of the Leisure  
    Marine Industry across all levels of government

https://www.facebook.com/MarineQueensland
http://instagram.com/marineqldphotos
http://www.linkedin.com/company/marine-queensland
https://twitter.com/marineqld
https://www.youtube.com/user/queenslandmarine
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